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ABSIRACT

ThlePaPerPresentsafranegorkfordevlslngaodlnpleoeotlng
developneat cont;ols for naoufactured houelag, aod then asaesaes cur-

rent legrsratrve, adnlaletratlve and Judtclal treatoent of thls tyPe

of houelag. The paper haa flve eections'

The flret aectlon preeeors the theoretlcal underplnning- for local

developneot regulatlon.- Developoeot cootrols are exercteed ln three

broad areas: type of land uee; oature of luprovements to laod consls-

teut '4th 
perntfted uses; aod the aPPearance of those iuprovemente'

There le a oeed for dlstlactlon "roti'the 
three area8, and clarlty of

deflnltlon wlthln each. Deflnittons of manufactured houslng' both

general and epeclflc, are provlded'

ThesecondEectlonaddreesesusedeflnltlon.Thelntentlsto
provide compatlblllty of adJolntog uses'_ clueterlag those with sl'nllar
purpoeea. rn eie o"L" .r" -.leatl regulatory proceEses ar_e routloe'
Wtrere uses havs speclal attrlbutea, there are epeclal regulatory Pro-

cedures. A comon fatltag Lo 1ocal regulatory control of manufactured

houslog le a confusion ln uee deflnttion. Deflnitlon aod procedural

mechaaLens to overcome these falLlngs are auggested'

The third eectlon deals rlth lnproveoents coosletent rtth approved

u'€€r. lrltrere "o"iii 
aerveB the pubflc se-lfare l-n use deflaltlon' con-

Etructloo codeg ""i". 
tt ln tha area of Lmprovenents. Improvements

constrrrcted to poiff"fy deternl.oed codes sould Eeem to have a presutnp-

tive acceptaUrriii, ttrougtl thle has not been the eaee for manufactured

bouelog. A reaEoo- ls the personal ProPerty classlflcatlon of manufac-

tured houslng fron the tobtl" home tr.dlttoo. llechanlsns to address

theae laeues are suggeeted, lncludlng tleans of handl'lng 81t1ng to meet

both legal aad englneerl'ng obJectlves'

The fourth eectloo considere apPearance concerns' Hany Jurisdie-
tloas confuae ecsthetlc aad use coniatlbfllty, I'loittng houslng choice

needleeely. Underlylag anxlety aboot ProPer-ty values "1d tax base

fuela thra coofuEion. w"y" of achlevlng aeethetic obJectlvee are set

forth.

The eoncludlag sectiotr reviews current leglalatlve, admLnlstratlve

and Judlclal approaehes to nanuf actured houel-ng, I'n llght of the

franesork for developrDent regulatlon Preseuted ln the precediog sec-

ttons. Ttrough perforoance ln all three areas ls spotty and reflects
the nore g"o"".i uocertalntlee regardlng regulatlon of these houslng

types, several exauples of gouad foff"y-and praetlce exlst as lndica-

tloas of appropriate future dlrectloag'
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INTRODUCTION

Anoogproposalsalmoetguaranteedtosparkcoutroversyarethose

for uge of -noblle hooe8.- Hentton of thls foro of houelog coonotes a

gl.devarletyofl.oageeregarillogugeanduSer8,theresldentlaletruc.

tures aod related loprovemeata, and the appearance of the structures

and Loproveoeota. In coEooo slth other tyPes of develoPment proposals

whlch often evoke conslderable enotlon (publtc houelog, for example) '
.moblle hone- proposale are rarely nel1 understood by proPosers'

regulators,orlntereetedpartl.es.TheconetltueoteleBentsarenot

readllyldeotlfled,andthusnoteaellycategorized.Theresultisan

abgeuce of routlne' a PreEence of confuslon, aud an uahappy ou|coae'

ThlspapertgaaatteBPttoldentlfyclearlyandslnplythelesues

Pertloeottoregulatlonofdevelopmentproposalslovolvl.cg..mobile
ho8es.- The lateot ls to clarlfy, then 8LrP1lfy regulatory approaches

tothlsforoofhouelngl.nlocalJurlstllctlons.Gooddeftaltlonsand

dlstlnct categorlee w111 enable the creatlon of routlne and alLow

laillvlclual Jurlecllctloos a range of oPtloos when they aeed to Judge

developneot ProPosals uaLng thLs folo of houslng'

The Theory of Developueot Regulatloo

Thelupoeltlooofcootrol.aonlocaldevelopmentlsbasedoothe

preuleethatgoverameatoustactafflrnatlvelytoProtectthehealth'

eafety,agdrelfareofEheprrblic.Theaaaumptlonlathatunchecked

PrlvatelarketforcesglllyleldoutcoBeEunacceptablebypublic

lutereet standarde. The balaace of private narket freedom and publLe

aectorcootrolgl'edelicatebecaugethereareoofactsonghlchto
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basedecialoosregardlogproposeddevelopoeute.EverydeveloPmeot

ptoposaldealeglthEonethlngrhlch(lfapproved)1111exlstinthe

]!g. Thue, ln a llteral eeose' the hpacts' be they Post'tlve or

legatlve' are oaly cooJecture' Cooeequeotly' decieiooe regatldlng the

proPer control of thoae lnPacto are exerclees ln careful Judggent'

The developoeot control ProcesE 1g nade even Dore dlfflcult be-

cause lt occurg 1o a relatlvely hlghly artlculated 1egal eovironneot

anilapplt.estodevelopneotgghlchluvolvefortheProPosersaodother

,.nterested partles cooelderable Laveetueat--both economls and/or

eootl'onel.Indeed,giventhePoteotlalforloteosltywhlchgurrounds

developneatProPogals,ltteawooderthatgoutrchregulatorylactlvlty

occurs wlth a hlgh ueagure of placldlty. Thte calonees ln many

resPect8leateetlmooytotheeegelbleregulatorysygtelllswhich

plaanere, code adolulstratorst attorneye' aud others have created over

the course of uauY decades'

Propoeal-sfordevelopEeutneceggltateactlonslnthethreeprloary

areaaofdevelopnentregulstloo:landuees,thesPeclflqlandtn-

!@!g that provide for those u8e8' and the appearancE of thoee

lmprovenente. Becauee the three are lutertrloed 1o epeclflc develop-

oeDtpropogalg,thelrlndepeudeotagPectSareoftenloetlatheleviet'

oftheoverallproposal.Butlfthereleaoythlngtobelearnedby

revlevlagregulatoryactloosofthePsEtgeveraldecadee,lt16thst

seParetttrg g propoeal lnto lta coostltuent elemeate, eoq analyzlog

tbese eleneutg 1o relatloE to erl'atlog clear categorles of deflnLtlou

aodprecedeotrelgol'flcaotlyeohanceeProsPect8ioranoregenerally

supportableoutcome.Suchslnpllfleatlonaadcategorlzatlonhasthe

effect of dletlogulehlag thoee elenents adequately gerved by exlettng
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deflolttons and staDdards from those eleuente whlch requlre lnterpre-

tatlon; 1o otber sordg, etnpllflcatloa and categorLzatl'on establl8h

shat Ls routloe and vhat requlree Judgneut. For the publle Eector'

such a proceBE provldee eaae of adnlaletratlou, aad, for prlvate 8ec-

tor proPoaers' efflcLency of revlew'

Background on Hanufactured Eomes

Uptothlspolnt,thetern.mobilehomeg-hasappearedlnquota-

tl.oog. The tern hae beeu ueed becauee lt evokes deflnlte, though

typlcally lnaccurate, inagea of ooe tyPe of naoufactured houslng'

Glven the laaceuracy of luages typtcatly heLd, lt ls loportant to

establlah I co@on undergtancttng of thle forn of manufactured houslog

lu terne of lts conteoPorary reallty'

llanufactured houelng le a generic term coverLug a wtde varlety of

houslog bullt other than at the slte. There are t!'o broad tyPes' The

flret type of uaaufactured houelng is butlt to state- or locally-

adopted butldlag codee rhlch are generally based on uodels developed

by code orgaolzatlons such as the Buildtng offtclals Conference of

Anerlca (DOCA). Thle type of rnanufactured houslag can be slngle-

fantly (detached or attached) or nrultl-fantly; lt le conooaly referred

to aa -!odul8rr' -panellzedr' 'pre-cutr- 8nd 8o on' The second type

of ranufectured houelog le bullt to a sl.ugle preemptlve natlonal code

eobodied ln the Federal Maaufactured Eome Constructlon and Safety

Standarale adnluletered by the U.S. DePartoeDt of Bouelng aad Urben

Itevelopuent (EltD). TblE PreemPtlve Etaodard ls kaowo as the EIID Code '

and uolta hrllt to thle code are referred to by Coagreeslonal act ae

'uanufactured ho[eB.' Theae hooee are typically slogle-fanlly



detached dwelllngs.
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The EIID Code, authorlzed ln 1974' becape effec-

tlve Juue 15' 1976.

AslgnlfleaotdletloctloobetgeenthetwooaJortyPegofuanufac-

turedhouslnglsthatanaoufacturedhonelebulltooealeelfraue

shlch provldee an lnl.tlal eapablllty for trensPortatlon' Bach of the

typee of naoufactured housLag bullt to BOCA ot eltrllar codee are

ueually traoePorted to the hone slte by ladependeot tt"t''l Thls

treosportatlon dletlncttoa also occaElooe a legal dl'etloetlop' Though

eachtyPeofoaaufacturedhoualngleaveethefactoryaEpersonal

property (ln the legal eenae)' a EltD Code hone has folnal publlc

reglstratlonofthatstatualnthattheeotlrestructurehaetemporary

vehlcular claaslflcatloa ln order to obtaln road perolts frdn plant to

home slte. BY couparlaoo, only the uode of transPortatloB (such ae

thetrall.erortransPorterbed)ofaBOCAorslmllarcode[romelseo

regletered. Each BocA-type Eaoufactured houae te deelgned for loca'

tlon oo a Pernaoetrt foundatlon. Therefore, euch houges 4ece88arlly

becooe lmprovemeots to real property' Though EIID Code houees can be

placedonaPerrlaDentfoundatloo,euchplaceBent'lsnotneeessaryfor

eafeoeeupaoc)r.Indeedrplaceneotooapernaoeotfoundatlonhasbeen

the erceptloo rather than the rule, though thlg sltuatlon 1g changlng.

lloat EIID Code housee have reoai.ned lu a pergonal proPerty category'

coasequently, varl.oug legal atructuree (ootably tax treaFsent) have

relaforcedthedlgtlnctloobetgeeathenaJortyPeEof4aoufactured

houstng.

Coostructloaof.theEllDcodehouaeouaolotegraletedlframehas

alEo reeulted in certalo engloeerlng aod deslgn attrlbutes' The steeL

fraue providea for conelderable structural durablllty Ll traaelt' as
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sell ag at slte, because of the box-bean englneerlng deeLgn' (For a

uore detalled dlecussloo of the archl'tectural and englneerlng aepects'

see Bernhsrdt et a1., 1980, pP. 95-134. For ^ dlecuesloa of house

quallty Leauea, eee Nutt-Powell, 1982, pp' 9-39')

Eavlag a completed hone on departure froo the plaut aleo ll'alts

eite coete, alloulng nauufactured homes to be lower in eost Ln terns

of Etructure completloa. The eteel ftame aleo eerves a foundatlon

functloa, llnttlog 8l.Ee costg for thls purpoee. l'tost EUD code homes

(roughly 70-75 perceot of thoee coB8tructed annualLy for the pasf

eeveral years) are 'e1ng1e-eectloo- homes, wlth all four walls, floor'

aod roof 8y8teu3 completed at the fectory and wlth dluenslons reflect-

tngahlghleagthtogldthratlo.(Atyptcalhousedlnenslonfora

980 aquare foot house le 70r x 14', a 5:1 length/wtdth ratlo') Manu-

factured hOnee rlth tUo or Bore Eectlons are referred to as "multl-

eectloo- honee. A frequeot dtnenelon for au 11152 square foot house

Le 24t x 48r. Flgure 1 presente typlcal house deslgns for manufac-

tured hones of oae or [ore sectl'oas'

Asugedhere,ananufacturedhomeleahougebul].ttothelluD

Coile; tt w111 be abbrevlated 86 l'18. Its lnltlal tutrinslc traasporta-

blllty hae reeulted ln unlque u8e and treatment Ln a varlety of

areaa-legal, t8x, eite, deslgn, and 8o on. By. conparlaou, nanufac-

tured houalng hltlt to BOCA or el.nllar codes le typlcally real

ProPerty'aodthereforenottreatedaeualquelyaeEllDCodehouslng.

rhe renalnder of thle paper rtIl focus excluslvely oo uanufactured

bouslag bullt to the EIID Code.. The <llecusslon w111 cover the three

oaiu toplcs of developrneot regulatloo: uee' luprovemetrtg' and apPear-

"o".. 
A concludlng sectlon covera current JudlcLal, leglslatlve aod

adol.tistratlve approachee to UE developueot regulatlou'
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FICT'RE 1

Typlcal llE Floor Plaos

Single Section

Single Section,
Erpandable

Tko Sectioru

Three Sectiors

Four Sections

SOURCE: Thomas E. Nutt-Powell' 
,Ilouslng OPPortunlty (Boston: Au



USE

Baelctozonlngtetheilletlactl.onamooguge8--resldential'

co-merclal,iodustrlalandEooo.Thoughtherearedlfferencesin

eetabllehlog etaodards, the eaaence of zoning ls provldlng clear

guldanceootheconpatlbtlltydeeueilapproprlatebytheJurisdictlon.

Ideally,uSecategorlesaremutuallyexcluslveandcollectlvely

exhaugtlve. A resldentlal uae le not a corm"ercl-al uee la oot ao

Loduetrlal uee, et lea8t oot deflolttonally.2 Thus the flret task ln

ueeregulatloolsEettlngforthcleardeflnltlonsofuSe.onewould

assumethatuEsobvlouelyfalllntoaresidentialcategory.Inmany

zonlngordlaaneesthlslenotclearlythecage'aconsequenceof

flawed deflnittons'

lllthlathebroadcategory.resideotlal,..atyplcalflrstdietinc-

tlool'ebetweenattachedanddetacheddwelltngs.Furtherdl.stlnctlous

may be nade anoog typee of attached dwellings, e.g., garden vs' eleva-

tor apertmeot bulldlngs. Adaltttonally, there are uolque resldentlal

uEetJT,eBaqchaeplannedunltdevelopoents,clusterzones,hlstoric

dlstrl.ctg and leaeed laod developoeats. such use tyPes nay be re-

strlctedtoapeclalzoneee8tabllBhedonlyforthatPurPose'orover-

lald oa zoolng dlsErlcts of the flret sort'

AJurledtctloocouldthushaveaslnplethree-zooehlerarchyof

regldeatlalcategorlee(RlthroughR3)rhereRllsfordetacheddwell-

lngswlthoneuoitPerParcel,R2forattacheddwelllogaoftwounlte

PerPercelaodR3forattacheddwelltogeofthreeotmoreuoltsper

parcel.TtreJurledlctloncouldprovtdeforspecialugegaefollows:
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Elstorlc Dlstrlct (ED): a dlatlnet zoDe' rlth an

Proeess;

Plaoneil Unlt Developoent (Pl'D): lo R2 aoil R3

deflueil PIID aPProval Procese;

Clueter Developneat (CD): ln t'l aoil R2

approval Process'

Ineachcaeetheratlonaleforaapecl'alapprovalProcest'lethatlaad

developnentlstoproceedlnaUaythatdlvergeefromtheroutlne

e8t8b1l'shedbyt'hebaelcRl-R3zonea.Becaugeepeclalueesnayblur

theclarltythatthedefloltloogandcougequentrout'i.neestabllsh'a

formalspeclalapprovalProcessleprovldedthatallowsauorderly

oeaoe of applylng Jutlgneot to each uolque sltuatlou'

Eow then can manufactured hooeg be eeoslbly treated

use categorLzatloo? Flrst' it ls loportant to place MEe

reeLdentlal uee category' secood' apeclal treatreot for

nuat be get forth'

Mtle as ReilSeatlal UseB

Theflretstepl'ncategorlzlogaatfraeadwellloglgtoprovicea

clearaadloternallyconslstentaetofdefloltlons.Thelogf,cherels

thataouEleagubgetofdvelllog,anddyelllngl'eatyPeofbullil-

lng.Vehlclegereootbulldlnge.ThuE,uEeareclearlydlfferen-

tlatedfrourecreatl.oDalvebl'elee,lacludlogtreveltrallere'canperE

aBd motor houeg' Figure 2 preaeots a 8et of deflnitloo8 t$at achleve

tbls obJectlve'

Itlsluportaottoootethetthedefl.oltloneareileveloPedto

estsbllEbusedlgtioctlooEl.nazonlD.gcootext.Bulldlogearedlffer-

eotfrouroade,vehlclea,fleldgorlakea;drelllngsaredlffereot

ED aPPro$al

zonesr Ylth

zooe' rtth defloed CD

ln terms of

clearlY ln a

MHe, !f anY'
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froo factorlee, stores or offlcee; aad l{Hs are dlfferent from recre-

atlooal vehieleg. The dletloctloo l'n FLgure 2 between a manufactured

aad a uoblle bone Le oae basetl on the appllcable conotructlon Btetr-

dards. AU UEe buLlt to the EIID Code (effectlve June 15, L976) are

def1neda8@hones,rh11etho8ebu11tprev1ous1yatenobl1e

ho.e".3 The 'descrlptloa- deflnltlon of a noblle home offered ln

Flgure 2 le e88ent1a11y that uged ln federal statutes to defl'ne a

naoufactured houe. In gtateg or localltles with coostructloo Etao-

dards for lltts thst applted prior to the HUD Code, lt ls posslble to

cetegorize ooblle honeg further Loto those built or not butLt to the

code. These defloltlonal dlstlnctioos can be useful in predeterrnlning

types of MBs allowed lu residentlal zones. Note agaln that the dls-

tloctlons are baeed on the appllcable coostruction standards, not the

appearaoce of the drellfng'

The uoat coilnon error ln defintng MBs ln local zonlng ordlnances

le a focua oa the loltlal capablllty for nobLllty of the ME rather

than on lte lotended uee as a regldeoce. The result ls confusion in

u8e categorlzatlOn, a8 weLl as Ln the lmprovements and apPearance

a8pectB of local developnent regulatlons. conslder, for exampLe,

these tso definltlons of MHe:

A transportable elngle-famlly dwelllng, whlch uay be towed oa

itg owo runnlng g€8f.o..

AtrallerornobllehoueehallmeaoaoyvehleleorobJecton
Yhgel8. . . .

In each loetancer 
_ 

the

rendere the deflnitloa

to eotlties Eeetlog the

sltuatlo! regardleee of

reqoval of the 'ruuolng gear- or "wheels"

lnappllcable, along wtth all controls applylng

deflaitLoo- Thls ls aa undeelrable regulatory

oners persPectlve on 1ff8'
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FIGI'RB 2

Defloltloog Egtabllehlsg UES ae Dselllags

Bulldlng:Aoythree-dlneaslonatenctogurebyanybutldlagqaterlals
ofanyaPaceforugeoroccuPaocy'teDPoraryorPeroaoeot.The
rords 'bullding' 8nd -etructuie' ire lnterchangeable except rhere

the context clearly ladlcateg othemlae'

Ihrelllng:Aoyrooooraul'teofrooEaglthlteowncooklngaodfood
storage equlpoeot' tre *i.ail"g aod tollet facllltlee, aod lts

own llvlog, aleeplng "oo "ttroi 
t-t"11 rhollv rlthlo euch roou or

gulte of roors fornlag a tniabttabte ,roit fot ooe houeehold

entlty.

A butldlog deelgoed and/or ueed for two or more
Attached dwellLng:

dwelllngs.

Detached drelrlng: A bulldtog deelgned aod/or occupLed ae a dwellLng'

aad separ.tid f"ot aoy other bullding'

l{anufacturedhome:Aetructuredefloedbyaodcoo8tructedtpthecode
authorlzedbytheNatlooall,laoufacturedEouslagConetructlonand
Safety stanJarde Act of 1974 (as anended) '

l{oblle home: A structure bullt prlor to June 15t 1976' tratrsPortable

ln one or Bore gectl'ons' rhich' to the tt"tt"llog node' ta 8 body

feeE or nore Ln sldth o" oo--u-ody feet or rore ln length, or' wheo

erected on elre, ia 320 .; ;;;; square feer, aod nhlch rs bullt

on a etee' frame aod desigo"a 
-ao be used as a drelllqg wlth or

wlthout a Pemaneot foundatlon shen connected to the requlred

ut111t1e8, aod lncludea tie plrobrng' heatlog, alr-condl'tloning'

aod elecrrteat Byereos "oii"i""a 
thlieln. (NOTB: An oPtloo or

adilltloolatospeclfy""-.-'*o'localcodedefloltlonforMHs
bullt PrLor to the IIIID Code ' )

Recreatl.onalvehlcle:Avehlcleuhlchle:(1)bullton.asingle
chaaslE;(2)4o0squarefeetorleesyhenneaeuredatthelargest
hortzonral proJeetlon; (3i-;"1f-;";e11ed or pemaneo$ly t'osable

by a ltghi-i".i truck; ."i ttl dlergned prloarlly oot for uae a8

a p.tt"oJoi isellrol uut-as tttlo-"^l:y ltvlag qu4rters for

recreattonal, eauplng, travel' or geaeonal uge'
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Speclal Uee Categorles for UEs

Conelderl'nguseoaly,thedeflol.tlonofMHsaBilwelllngsellnl-

oate6 the need to devlee speclal u8e categortes' The laltlal Presunp-

tioo le thet an llH can be uaed in each zoDe PermLttlng dwelllngs of

ita Btructurat type.4 Partlcular regulatloo' resultlog from the

apeelflc structural characterl.etlee of an HII come under lmprovements

oraPPearaocecrlterla'aodeledlecussedlothethtrdandfourth

sectlous of thle Paper.

TherearetworesldeotlalueesforghlchMllshavebeentheover-

nhelnlng Etructural cholce: leased-land regldentlal cornmunltLes and

tesporary reeldeocee. strlctly speaklng nelther uae neceBsltates thls

forn of houalng co'etructlon. Bowever, the hlstorl'c predomloance of

MBsforeachDeaasthattheuEeaadthehouslngtyPeareviewed

togetherr aod thue requlre aoalysis at thle polnt'

In lte uo8t ba8lc foro, a leased-land reeidentlal cornounlty ie one

ln whlch the dwelllngs are located on leased land' llEs have been used

frequentl.y 1o leaeed-laud comunltlee becauge they need not be located

on a Permaneot foundatlon' Thle provldes aD ease of sltlng and set-

uPatacosttyplcallylogerthanthatforaelte-bulltdwelltngof

couparable EIze.5 Ia euch gl.tuatlons the leaslng of the land ls often

ea actlve hreloeEe aod nay areo lnvolve provl.illog other servlcee and

facllltles at the slte. Leaeed-land comuaLtles uslog tlEs are conveo-

tlooally knowo ae llE parks. The laad le ugually under elngle osner-

ehiPrglththebomegorrnedbyeomeooeotherthanthelaodowner.(Thl.s

le not e loglcal neceeelty: Iadeed' aB lacreaslng oumber of euch

comusLtlee ere cooperatlves or condoulniuue, el'ther at lnceptlon or

by eoaversloa.)
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TheMllparktraditionl'sonethatfrustratesthecataloguerof

residentlal land uses who wlshes to remain falthful to the rnutually

exclusl.ve/collectlvely ertraustl've standard' The eeparate ownershlp of

landanddwelllugsdoesnotBeemnecessary;ttlsposslblefoftheMHs

tobeognedbythelandowner,whorent6theEtotheresldents.Slmi-

larly,indlvidualhomeownerScanownthelandlncolllmon(andtheunits

separately)undercooPerativeorcondouiniumarrangements.Italso

doesDotseemnecessaryforthehousestobelnapersonalproperty

atatus.Acooperativeorcondominiumarrangeoentwiththeunitsina

real property classlficatLon ls obviously possible' In faqt' an MH

parkisnothlugotherthanaPlannedUnitDevelopnent(PuD).Inthe

absenceofanyarguBentthatclalnsasuperiorityforMitsoverother

formsofconstruction'thereisnopubllcsectorJustiflcationfor

restrictiogdeveloPmentofleasedlandco,rrr,,unltlesexhibitlngcharac.

teristicstradltionallyattrlbutedto},tHparkstotheuseofdwellings

built to the tttiD Code'6

UseofMHsaStemPoraryresidenceslsthesecondareaoftradi-

tionalspeclalusetequlringattention.ThemostfrequentuseofMlls

ast'emPoraryresldencesoccursfolloulngnaturaldisasterg.other

temPoraryuse6occurdurlngconstructlonofaeite-built}touse,for

temporary farm labot and for fanl'ly members reguirlng specf'al living

arraDgements.Agaln,aresldencebrrllttoanycodecouldgervethese

tenPorary resldence PurPoses elnce tlme ls the eaaence of thls use

cateSory.ThelnltlalintriD8lcuobtlltyaodeaseofsltiiugofthe

ME, however, serves to attract attentlon to thls housing type for this

u8e.
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II.IPROVEMENTS

TheloglealregultofdeflnlaganuEasadwelllnglsthstMl{sare

pernlttedbyrlghttnaoyresldentlalzone.Theonlyllnltatlonasa

reeult of the use claealflcatloo w111 reeult from the Etructural

characterletlce of partlcular units. For example, attached uEs would

oot be peraltted la elogle-fantly detached dwelllog unlt zones' Thls

deflnltloaal approach Puts llns on an equal footlng wlth all other

foroe of reeldeocee aod eubJect to the saoe klnds of lmprovement re-

strLctlons applled elther ln general or Ln partlcular zones' Further'

therenaybecertalostructure-epeclflctyPesoflmprovementrestric-

tlonsthstaJurledlctlonnaywlehtolmpoeeon}.|Bs,slmilar'for

exanplertorequirtagthatetructuresoffourormorestorieshave

elevatorg.

Dietlngul.shlag Aooag t{Ee

Theabllltytozooeaadtocontrolthenatureoflmprovementsto

land derlves from the pollee Porer of Jurledlctlons, under the general

rubrl.c of protecttug the publlc health, welfare aod eafety' The uee

deflnLtloa of ilEe ag resl.dencee nakes them Presunptlvely all-owabLe I'n

regLdeottal zose8. Eorever, la addltlon to zonlag, Jurlsdlctions aleo

erercLee thelr pollce Porers to eoeure that the structures bullt to

achleve the lotended uses are aleo aeceptable from a publtc health'

velfare and aafety PersPectlve' Theee pollee Powers are eobodtecl ln

colgtructlon codeg.

The lnpoeltloa ia June 1976 of a etngle, preemPtlve federal coo-

structlos code for MBe greatly slnpllflea the code lseue for locall'-
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t1es. Not ooly ilo they oot oeed to lake a deterqtoatloo of r\lch code

toa<loptforthelrFrlPosesregardlogl{Be,buttheyaleodoootneed

toallocatere8ourcestoeoaureconpllance.TheBUDCodeeetabllshee

theataodardetowhlchaol|Elustbebullt,aerellasprovldeaeu-

foreemeat nechaolgme. A nunlclpality cau thus be eseured that an ME

bullteveahuodredeofnllesfronlteeventualglteofoccugaDcy'lf

coostructed to the EI'D code, 1111 ueet publlcly adopteil etandards that

Protectthepubllchealth,welfareaodeafety.Becauseofcooeld-

erableconcernoverHEcoostructlonquallty'EUDhagcooduegedexten-

eiveresearchootheperforDsDceofhoueesbullttoltsco0e.That

research shovs that MEe bullt to the BIID Code are at leaat of equal

aafetyauddurabtlltyaehomegbutlttoothercodes,vhethetrnanufac-

tured or site bullt'8

Thue,aflrgt-leveldlatt'nctlool.ebetrreen}lflsbullttothetltJD

Code (1.€.1 811 ltEs bullt since June 15' 1976) aod thoee not bullt to

the EIID Code' Local offlclals ueet thel'r publtc health' welfare aod

aafetyobllgatlonelnthecoostructloocodedl.oeoslonebyaccePtlog

the EltD Code' Indeed, ae rllt be dlscueeed 1o the last eectt'on of

thls paper, lt would seem that lt ls oot a vallcl exercfee of the

pollce power to exclude honea butlt to the BuD code elnqly beeause

they afe butlt' to thst code'

AeecondlevelofdlstloctloooccurasnoogEhogel{Eeootbulltto

tbe EIID Code' Many BtateE h8d adogted constructlou codes for MEe

prl.ortotheBllDCotle,alilhadeotpaoiooeaforceneotsystells.Jurle-

dlctlonalnStatesthathadauchcodealayusefullydlstlogulehbe-

tseeoMBebuilttoapplicablepubllclyadoptedconetnrctloneodes'and

allothers.IfhatlaluportaotlothlailletioctloolsithePubllc
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adoPtlonofacodeglthuolvergalaPPltcetion.Thlgeneuresthatthe

honee are butlt to a 8et of standards shlch, ln ttre oaoner of adoptloa

and the foru of appllcatloo, had ae a prLnary obJectl've the protectlon

of the prrbllc health, welfare and eafety'g

Codee for Sltlng UEs

Ttrllethef,tlDCodecovetsthebutldlagofthet,fitgtructure'lt

does not provide standards for the sltlog of MEs. Manufacturers do

prOvlde eLtlng recorrnnendatlOos that accoronodate ao MHf s unlque en-

gloeerlog and deslgn attrlbutes on either a Personal or real property

basls. Eoyever, these are ooly reco""nendatlons and not requlrements'

andloanyevent'areuotpubltcl-ydeternlned.ForthlsreaEon'as

well ae because coodltloos vary rlthln and across Jurlsdlctloos' lt ls

appropriatetol'opoeelocalsltlngregulatlons.Indeed't[auyJurls-

illctloas aod/or stetes have such regulatloas'

Agalo,lt1sl'mportanttounderstandthetllfferencesamongtyPeg

of sltlng for ME8. The nature of constructloo of MIIs' Iflth the

steelfraneaolntegralPartoftheStructure,allowsavarletyof

eltlog optlotr3, all of shlch can be functlonally--though not oeces-

earllY legal1Y--Pernaneot'

slnce ltEa are baeleally a form of elagle-fanlly detached dwelLlog'

t'heJuretdlctlonrarequlreueoteforPeroanentfoundatlonsooother

elnglerfanlly detachecl dwelltoga could aPPly' Insofar aa that code

eatallg a Perheter load-bearl'ng foundatlon, however, there ls reagon

toattetrdtostructuraldiffereoceE,notablytheeteelfrane.Ifthe

steelfranelstoberenoved,thefloorgysteEwlllrequlreaildl.t'lonal

streogtbenlag, for exanple, froo a 2x6 to a 2r8 or 2x10 aystem'
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A eolutloa tbat uaes an eristlng code for foundatloo requlteoeots'

however, lnvolves oaking the hooe flt the fouudatloo tyeter' A more

approprlatesolut'lonletoeetabllehperfonSnceatandardethetellog

bullderg a fante of fouadatlon optlooe grorlng out the etructure tyPe'

Iudiaoa|eetandardforPeroaDentloetallatlonofMlls,adoptedlolate

lgs2,follorethlsapproach.Thecodeprovl.deethatPersaneo!founda-

tloneberequlredtotransferloadefrootheMEtoundleturbedground

belos the establlgheil froet 1lne sithout fal'lure and wllhout oxceeili'ng

the eafe bearlog eapaclty of the Bupportltrg eoLl' The code also

provldes that the syBten uay be deslgned by a profeeslonal eogLneer or

archltect(eltherfororl'odepeadeotofthehouenanufacturer),or

that the fouodatlon qeet the requrreoents of the etatefe one and rso

Fantly Dvelllag Code' Interestlagll the code allows uae of more

tradltlonal l{E eltlng Eolutlone, locludlog atablllzlng syBtems and

periuetereocloEureg.Indologeo,ltprovldeaguldanceaatoaPPro-

prlateuseofth!.Eoethod,recognlzl.ngtteabtlttytomeetengtneerlng

perforoaace standarde'

JurledlctloasaleoneedtobecooeeroedgltheltlngwhentheMlt

renalos in the pereonal property category. Eere tt wllt not be Pos-

elbletorelyoathetradltlooalcodesforpernanentfoundatlons.A

eolutloaaloogthellneeoftheperforuanceetandardthatlndlana

adoptedlsaPProPrlate.Thethreebagleltensforconcernarethe

groundPreparatloa,eocborlngnethodaodlevellnglethod.}laoyofthe

sseperforDaDcecooelderatloosaeldeotlfleitlatheloilladacodefor

peroaneot loetallatton algo aPP1L l'€' 1 loail tra!8fer' froat llne'

aadeollcapactty.BoththecouocllofAnerlcaoBuildlngofftclals
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are lnvolved ln devieing
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National Standards Institute (ANSI) currently

model standards.

Tax Status

Anoog the factors lnfluenclng a jurlsdictionrs attitude toward a

preferred foundatlon system ls the tax liability for of a real or

personal ProPerty installation' A real ProPerty instalLation will

reader the home subject to real estate taxation. slnce this is the

sltuation of reaL property ln general, MHs with this legal status

Present few compllcations, unless the land is owned by soDeone other

thanthehomeowner.Apersonal'propertyinstallationputsthehomein

a different t,ax category. Depending on the criteria for establishing

personal property value and the nature of the taxes assessed, this nay

resultlnMllsyleldlngdlfferent,typlcallylower'revenues.Juris.

dlctions have tradltionally operated on an assumptlon that personal

ProPerty(loe]-uding}frs)depreciateslnvalue.FollowingthisassumP.

tionrMHswouldyieldrevenuesonanannuallydecreasingtaxassess-

ment. Although evidence exists that MHs appreciate, rather than

deprecl.ate, ln value, few assessiag systems have caught up with this

clrcuustance. Thus MHs in the personal proPerty category nay be

viewed aa Dot bearlng thelr falr share of the tax burden, especially

lf the rate on pereonal property is lower than that on real ProPerty'

Aneoergl.DgPract'.celstocategorizel.|Hsasrealpropertyfortax-

atlooPurPoses,regardlessoftheirlegalstatus.Cal.iforniawas

among the flrst to do 8or wlth lts statute effectlve ln July 1981'

ThlsDotoalyreDovesthedifferencesl.ntaxllability,butalso

stnpltfles the valuatlon procedure'
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APPEARANCE

The aectloo oo u8e argued tbet l{Ile are properly claaelflecl aB

duelllnge aod therefore ebould be pernltted ueea 1o reeldenElal dls-

trictE. The sectlon coYerlng lnproveneott cootended that the code to

rhl.chanMElsbulltleareaeooablebaslsfordeterolnlr|gthata

partlcularunltseetspubllchealth,gelfareaodEafetyobJectlves

from a structural perapectlve' It alEo provlded guidanee oo eafely

eltlng}.[Es.ThlsaectloodlecussestheEostdlfflcultandperslsteot

ofprobleoeregardlngMHe,namelythelrconPatlbllltyongrouudeof

appearance.

The Evolutloo of StYle

Froutheearlystagesofuaoufacturedhouelngthroughthenid-

1g70e, the term 'uoblle hone' nag used (and accurately eo) to descrlbe

adwelllnguo!.tbulltloaplant'havlogltsosncapabilltyfor
-torred- uoblIlty, and, ln apPearaocet havlng a flat roof' vertlcal

uetalaldlog,anilahlghlength-to-cldthratlo.Althoughthlsterm

8t111 accurately deecrlbes eooe l,|Ee, lt ls no longer poeslble to use

lt ae a geaerallzatloo'

It I'B uoat accurate to refer to llEs aB e tyPe of sectil'otral oatru-

facturedhouslng.}loet}|EsbullttotheEIIDCodeareelqgle-sectlon

bone8. They leave the plaot esaeotlally cooPletet vlBh all four

sallerfloorandroofinplace'l{ulgl-eectloohooeE'ureuallycom-

prlelagtroorthreeeectlooe'leavethePlaotslththreevalla'floor

aodrooflnplaceforeachaectloo.BetYeetrlgT0aodlgso!nearly3.9

nl11l.oo llEe sere bullE. Ihrrlng thLe aare perlod' the proPorrlon of
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aultl-section llBe bullt in a glven year Locreaeed frou 10 Percent in

theearlylgTOetonearly30percentlatelathedecade.Thepropor.

tiooofurltl-8ectlon}|Bevarlegatatetoetatelwlthmanystates

bavlng nore nultl- than elogle-eectlon }lEs etted aunually (see Nutt-

Powell, 1982).

sectlonal oaoufactured houelng ls bullt to satlsfy coBsuoer pref-

erence8forpartlcularhousestylee.Thethreenoatcomontypesof

8ectlooal laoufactured houelng are all elagle-family detached dwell-

1nge, and are:

Baoch, a al'ogLe-story houee wtth horlzootal lap aldiag and

lFUea roof oeetlng 1o the nidille'

CoateoDorary, a elogl'e-etory house with vertlcal wood

ffiitched roof tttt broken Proflle'

. ltoblle hone, a elngle-story house wtth vertlcal metal
! 

ffi;lat (or iffghtfy rouoded) netal roof .

A11 of these cofi'-oo tyPes caa be, aad are, bul.lt to the HUD Code as

well a8 other manufactured houslng codes. Each can also be slte-

bullt. Eavlug e houee butlt to the E1ID code ls therefore not neces-

sarllyagrrldetol'tt'appearatrce.lhlsofcoursemakestheprocessof

appearence control uuch more dlfflcult'

Controlllag llEe for Apoearance Objectlvee

aad development regulatloas almed at

eaeLly to llEs as to dwelllogs bullt

eetbacks, deneltY, 1ot coverage and

But the oo8t central obJectlve Ls

There ate a varletY of zoolag

'oelghborhood fl't' that aPPIY ae

to other codee. Anong these.are

eLze, hrlfullng helght aad ao oo'



20

the eppearance of the dwelllog ltself, lte aesthetlc conpatlblllty

slth other reeldescee 1o 80 srea'

The cooceru rlth un 'aeethetlc flt' derlvee from the untgue aP-

pearaoceof-nobilehonea,.hereualngtheteruinlteconersercon-

text. Theee llEs, eepecially lf they are slngle-eectioo' heve very

prououoced vleual and eestbetlc characterietlcs' Many feel' though

wlthouteolldevldeocetoconfiroordeny,thatuEeofthlstypehave

a uegatlve effect oo oelghborhood quallty and, coosequetrtly' ProPerty

valuee. The varlous aPPearance controls that have been placed on ffis

(lncludlng total e:clusioo from uee ln a Jurledlctlon) are grounded ln

thls -negatlve effecte' aasuuptloo, en asaunptloa that le gomewhat

dlfflcult to defend ln the context of the pollce power regulrements of

controls to Eerve the publlc health, welfare and safety. (Recent

Judlclaldeclelonelothlsregardaredlecuseedlotheconcludl.ng

Bectloa of thls PaPer')

Baeedootheprecedtaggection'ltgoultleeemclearthstaconstl-

tutlonallysupportableerguneotispoaelbleforuulquedevelopnent

controlg (lncludlng erclualon) oa l'llls oot bullt to a publloly deter-

mlnedcoostructloocode.Ifanlfrlslndeedaresidenceandtfthat

ltH ls bullt to the HuD Coile and la therefore clearly DeetLng publlcly

deternloed health, welfare and eafety obJectlves, houever, lt would

aee' a ilifflcult task to argue for unlque developneot controle on t{Ee'

eepeelally lf thoge controlg eutel1 total erclusloo' Indeerfl' ag 1111

be dieeuesed in the laet eectloo of thla PaPer' Ye seem to be 1n a

PeriodofbothleglelatlveaadJudlclaltraBsltlon,withEtatutesaod

court dectelooe prohlbltlng srbltrary cootrole but allowlag those that

havegooegrouodlnglnobgervablenarketaodree''deotlalco{dlttooe.
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Geoeral Use APpearaoce Controls

An llE bullt to the EIID Coile could be a uae pernltted by rl'ght and

stl1l be the plnk-aodryhlte 'noblle hone' thet pronPtE euch vlsceral

reectloos. IJhat appearance cont.role are possible, eepecially ln

gltuatlone lnvolvlng slogle-lot 8ltlag?

Probably the riost effective wLll b" 9994 zool'ag' a forn of

cootrol erercl.sed by the uarket, not the Jurlsdlctlon' Eere the

aBsumptioo la that the hone purchaser ls unllkely to olsmatch home aod

locatlon,1.€.lheorahewl1lnotplacea$15,000..roobilehome..ona

g4o,00olotloanareawherehomesalespriceearelnthe$125,000

talge.Further,lfthehoaepurehaeerlelncllnedlnthlsdlrectlon'

the fornal or lnforoal porers of other narket actors, ootably reaLtors

aod lenders, wlll vork to exclude that PosElbtllty'

A second approach to aPPearance control le the use of

ettrlbutestaodards.SeveralJurlsdictloasrbothlocal

requlre that uBg located io general uee resldeotlaL zones have "house-

type- elillog and/or pltched roofa. othere speclfy minimum wldths or

nlalmuu square footage' Thts approaeh will tend to ensure that new

dwelltng uaitg look Llke exlatlng units, but constraLn the ablltty of

nerhouebuyerstonakeuseofthebeet,mostcurrentl'lEbutlding

approachesanduaterlals.Changeslohomedealgoandmauufacturemay

also EeaD that unlts thet Jurladlctlooe mlght flnil acceptable night be

e:eluded, strlle thoae they are aLulng to ellmLnate afe able to be

located. For eranple, a nlolmrrm wldth requtremeot could aerve to

ercl.de attrectlve and acceptable 'L' or -T- hOme layouts, whl1e a

rl.utnun square footage requlreaeat of I'ooo would not oecesearlly

erclude the -offetr8lve- metal glded and roofed noblle home' lf lt were

broad unlt

aad atate'


